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Scientists identify most pressing
issues posed by chemicals in the

environment
Source: University of York, July 20, 2018

Scientists have identified 22 key research
questions surrounding the risks associated with
chemicals in the environment across Europe.

Chemicals released into the environment by
human activity are resulting in biodiversity loss;
increased natural hazards; threats to food, water
and energy security; negative impacts on human
health and degradation of environmental quality.

Now, an international study published in
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
involving scientists from the University of York
has identified the 22 most important research
questions that need to be answered to fill the
most pressing knowledge gaps over the next
decade.

Read more...
See article in Environmental Toxicology and

Chemistry, "Toward sustainable environmental
quality: Priority research questions for Europe".

Also see article from the American Academy of
Pediatrics, "American Academy of Pediatrics Says
Some Common Food Additives May Pose Health
Risks to Children", and the corresponding article
in Pediatrics, "Food Additives and Child Health".
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Notorious Cancer-Causing Solvent TCE Taints Tap Water for 14



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKfe0zWqC2kiRe_x2BDSPPlCH0XLzJqwEgOVx6wSIQZtJ4nWa8vdpMZIOn1_VKLbjVgD6BuKqlKe4yB0G_zltZlx6w16Yx9p49WXz63kmeHzPHqhn9DP-IiwFKojcVUANU5hatKqAyjhUoXruSkEv-UQsqtX3xDizijHPFr5imHsBFO8SqGIb9PDgO0HaWOIvlJdwVWQ3hPNMZlqGZOj8qUoYSA_7GGtlT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKfe0zWqC2kiRe_x2BDSPPlCH0XLzJqwEgOVx6wSIQZtJ4nWa8vdpMZIOn1_VKLbjVgD6BuKqlKe4yB0G_zltZlx6w16Yx9p49WXz63kmeHzPHqhn9DP-IiwFKojcVUANU5hatKqAyjhUoXruSkEv-UQsqtX3xDizijHPFr5imHsBFO8SqGIb9PDgO0HaWOIvlJdwVWQ3hPNMZlqGZOj8qUoYSA_7GGtlT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKMOR2R7Vwld1Km4FG7Mvp0fggKreVzi0nFF6g18UCekIj38vF4-1PCXd54N9pt-HC31ANxKRAkyLhGr6nDHohuQEdTK_zltA06SJrY5HJO7WLPQgst2vzl1RcY3xKJZndUkf-hOoIdWc5DwpsN5dL_ga1P5l5PQvFoluzpP2ycP8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK1iFsEmm-vV_4FjdOLYX0CF1K6bdzLFr19h6BgXvcAcxV0e4zDeOpB5twAxTB-pXMXCH02iUotlnOhdrqiZZcKgC-h5vBMbD0tT0rGu9yllhVv1Pfy5ZjI3EAM7BXXj7XrTVF5MoO_-2Mu_LVwHZgeH-Golzg2OvnFuMcB29VZQBK5fxglJHfDM73ZtZjkCZgxNxfcHqASN_bWMIZjbcEWVEbDFLCQ9z1uUtDYRsVKFakKT_6GdUJjN3ytS-MGx5YdNrAmgaLVOA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK7MyV5NBPa-UApF7puF93PxRFsCGZc9t5SJjWW97z48bk2rTiC2p20ldPK7Yxpa_quQ4K0hT_O8yRm6Wkgx1ZIqYOoAWiG23aqwzNVATs6OotSPe8gpJ7P4C7PZEPc4Ni7DkrkE2R7d5qNgsjjKHqjf-FUOayFIjd5s-qSbq2XoonDC3mygLSbqKELjE1U0ks&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ttzymncab&p=oi&m=1102108714611&sit=huymniidb&f=f29d7da5-5860-4b2b-9bba-8776b67e1936
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVUz9eMYirIG_I41JCJTV5LOkUVFpTlHdEJnsxwPyBzBVrZ_YF-AWdC5BSlz1XIsOXepVOYAk5eI6b9ud5shn7moluIGOOpKYPN9bcGeXUF4MpcaS9wNlSRwnD8I4S5AjY5H0B3GOpXaFH4u4QD_2NOijkC0NC_gAtPEdp5BtdPkWD_mmSWwS70Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVVC90AONYUq9FsYZfdBhgNYWpydsdVbbz6BpT0mRSTG4n_FXyQlhunTER3uHZESw08a_T3gJsGLSwQlx7TCPlGhkxhVXhl79eYS-wO8N2OvMTzKBux9KG-A=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVbF_zYnYiwhHG2MZ3lvOmN7Tp3pP7t5FumF8QHgQ8AXPyXmsEPdayY6Qbew8mLSdG09ZfAHUcsTK1LWumOyEh7POELYHgh65SNyD9EsXNsmKFuEU63NDKQqn2DmCHh_9U_kHQzUQHP7R5mf-4xreGo1SZvjZ4y1OGCAIcFjNOITambd_LuH4jMqjez8Ol2e1-NuZR6udLkZtDDsVbaJdqdWC8OxRyMSNUw==&c=&ch=

Million Americans
Source: Environmental Working Group, July 24, 2018
Author: Monica Amarelo

WASHINGTON -- Tap water supplies for more than 14 million Americans are
contaminated with a cancer-causing industrial solvent made notorious by the book
and film "A Civil Action," according to an Environmental Working Group investigation
released today.

The chemical is trichloroethylene, or TCE. Under the Trump administration, the
Environmental Protection Agency is retreating from an earlier proposal to ban key
uses of the chemical, and it is excluding water, air and soil pollution from a safety
assessment under the nation's overhauled toxic chemicals law.

Drinking TCE-contaminated water has been linked to liver and kidney damage, and to
cancers like leukemia. It has also been linked to birth defects, but EPA documents
raise concern that the agency will downplay important evidence that TCE exposure
causes heart defects in developing fetuses.

Read more...

See article and listen to interview on Nashville Public Radio, "The EPA says TCE
causes cancer, so why hasn't it been banned?".

TURI's Note: TCE is a designated Higher Hazard Substance (HHS) under TURA. See
our chemical fact sheet and our page on Tricholoroethylene (TCE).

Study on environmental and health effects of HFO refrigerants
Source: Norwegian Environment Agency, January 30, 2018

The use of traditional HFCs as refrigerants and in other applications will be phased
down worldwide as a result of the Kigali amendment to the Montreal Protocol. An
alternative is to use a new generation of HFCs with low global warming potential, so-
called hydrofluoroolefins (HFOs).

These new synthetic substances have little effect on the climate because they
degrade rapidly in the atmosphere, but there are some uncertainties related to other
potential environmental and health effects of these substances.

The report, prepared by Risk and Policy Analysts, maps the expected future use of
HFOs substances as refrigerants worldwide and how subsequent emissions and
degradation products would affect the environment globally.

Read more...

See link to full report.

Studies quantify e-scrap workers' exposure to toxics
Source: E-Scrap News, July 26, 2018
Author: Jared Paben

Bathroom doors, a water cooler handle, a refrigerator -- their surfaces carried lead,
cadmium and other hazardous metals, according to studies at two e-scrap facilities.

The health hazard evaluations, which were conducted by the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), also found metals and flame retardants on
employees hands, in their bodies and in the air. In many cases, the levels were
below occupational limits, but in some, concentrations were above.

And concerns extended beyond worker health.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK38l1nJDXa0uBfldvXtWNtHPnx0KWX1yL43BQubzQ06GdenQyHYh-oueZwR_vFs8cX0MDX53v7vYRkEkZiGiHaMBC3x3DWT17GWeHRUx4GGmEnmoXI8IQ_gJvN_bnVgH4aut95YSrkDCunCVmT-u3H8YZsrGu8apPvtgNgfktmMsPU2TCMXJaThH7FPgPrTXKNzqCw_PN4ZNxGJYwbiQXe-HOoUKg47AajbcBK5nnX6M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK38l1nJDXa0uBfldvXtWNtHPnx0KWX1yL43BQubzQ06GdenQyHYh-oueZwR_vFs8cX0MDX53v7vYRkEkZiGiHaMBC3x3DWT17GWeHRUx4GGmEnmoXI8IQ_gJvN_bnVgH4aut95YSrkDCunCVmT-u3H8YZsrGu8apPvtgNgfktmMsPU2TCMXJaThH7FPgPrTXKNzqCw_PN4ZNxGJYwbiQXe-HOoUKg47AajbcBK5nnX6M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKG_7df4d5oYg0nrwj7fEsoZNwCxmDIGrbNhWJ7UjSk_QR_TAFUil7AZZ3O07DMHp_0g9cNNTexcAPosjT2-g7n1OymTYEg1HOodJFeujgLD7LSA6eTOVSoRzwzKLONZHifTIHUsBEbSumeOji28MhOqNxImintLpXxgJnUvmih-m4xAh_pMyVcDmN-8nEA6BKLKl7G3wlPTwq_yIMYZrRRF3Di41_4fbe&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKukegA8woD_CEI0ddS83GVQkd3ONLO5M9W28BrhwcZM_N4W-4lbuuHUKTBjfwx4JOIjMHdkEHPJCpcC9divXO4GOdFLLbravUoFOMA70nW5eCEuEwSPHYpIJZ3GHOghHM92IJ-Aa_lpXgKxub4ROOliOZBI0kHgxne9C2oLzrokkq5U-YGkbuRysEuwbfGgno0JjmlJWukWsaq78mR6lxzg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKykuL63-dEYPB3bdyQ3aghV4p4cc7gzXOCoYmDD_wp5DEpWE-MD8yPG5sBBE8mG3rCWmfDdp79VBc67y--UHmiFAcTvNTt5PY-ghj-5g069iHildkBa5VYFSeQQT93WvoVZFYCc0N1SKXTZl3uU0F7lI9fYxrojkSitedSASG4oA2Zt1CSZiya9oiqXKQ6crNGXaWNa90w8w4FYTnQYhNvg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK2N27sgpvB5QL9b_CxuI-jmvcsGc0y_APap7hoplZnq8aHZOHNnIOIZEhFouXm2Jvqqb1ojnWKZZt7ubUUTV0-GsZmbZJ2OJcXVrEnxpKk3lNAGYtub5sqilm4LhfM2xLMuTjJRRtYD2jlskzHRcSaU4uaFMd7nyEEPhJ8OGZdaXbKWmnzqa3nFCxkuvvVHRXji8KJt0Ikiq1n0xqq6-X4xBY34s-j68G3eF4IPNK3PU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK2N27sgpvB5QL9b_CxuI-jmvcsGc0y_APap7hoplZnq8aHZOHNnIOIZEhFouXm2Jvqqb1ojnWKZZt7ubUUTV0-GsZmbZJ2OJcXVrEnxpKk3lNAGYtub5sqilm4LhfM2xLMuTjJRRtYD2jlskzHRcSaU4uaFMd7nyEEPhJ8OGZdaXbKWmnzqa3nFCxkuvvVHRXji8KJt0Ikiq1n0xqq6-X4xBY34s-j68G3eF4IPNK3PU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKaTe44bM454XuHE116QL_ajJLS1ZiMuiHZbFJ7EdZiqQUztVwlxrQER81-JyG7cUoesZo1kC1DhX7uPWOywQ0fRnC0HMKQC2Lub-F5krwPbr7_Wl0YSaznaK9ihrctU9luObbx7XbeguanGbParwaRRP6ErKI419WeMvrR4FSJEMP7zyIFEPX4i2buV12r5rmPOcuNurwawNrPKq1MbP6MdTfzJbXcAQrmh5crg4pGReRNN-bYqUs4KsEBh5Lt_TJssIEP8QVCxw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK24KahjYIBUFK8b5fsAWrPrTn-28-so1fYGmkOcCzgQLxe1pJ4AB-_1J7y0TI2dlRDe8kwiEtmh3mgwTm5797v22LHkkPmcT9MtD_KY6GseN7BzJCFrhuHsMVXe29FS6JSVaXS7QQkD9lDcWo-sBMGdO_NpL3Ijg7nYonqwdbh3U4IU3LxE3syPTCqOu3VE1L2hp4ZyiUdMh_127ZKHlSlTWq0P6UfX0D&c=&ch=

"We also found metals on employees' hands immediately before they left work at the
end of the day," according to one report. "Take-home lead can contaminate cars
and homes, and potentially expose family members."

NIOSH, which is part of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
conducted both studies at the request of facility managers, who worried about
employee exposure to hazardous metals and flame retardant chemicals. The
industrial hygiene testing involved surface testing as well as hand wipes, blood
draws, urine samples, air samples and more.

Read more...

See the NIOSH Health Hazard Evaluation Program report, "Evaluation of Exposure to
Metals, Flame Retardants, and Nanomaterials at an Electronics Recycling Company".

New York State looks to expand BPA ban to substitution

chemicals
Source: Environmental Health News, July 25, 2018
Author: Brian Bienkowski

The New York State Assembly has put forth a bill that bans BPA substitution
chemicals in children's products.

The bill, which has been referred to the state's Department of Environmental
Conservation, would expand existing legislation that prohibits the sale of child care
products that contain bisphenol-A. It comes in response to studies that have
reported many BPA substitution chemicals are just as harmful -- if not more so --
than the chemical they're designed to replace.

The ban would expand to include: bisphenol AF (BPAF), bisphenol Z (BPZ), bisphenol
S (BPS), bisphenol F (BPF), bisphenol AP (BPAP) and bisphenol B (BPB).

Read more...

See text for NY State bill AO9997, "An act to amend the environmental conservation
law, in relation to prohibiting the sale of child care products containing bisphenol".

U.S. EPA Region 5 fact sheets on ethylene oxide use and dry

cleaner regulations
Source: Great Lakes Pollution Prevention Roundtable, July 23, 2018
Author: Laura Barnes

U.S. EPA Region 5 recently issued an update to their ethylene oxide fact [sheet],
which now includes a case study. They have also developed a regulatory update for
dry cleaners that includes recommendations for alternatives to percloroethylene

(perc).

Read more...

Access the ethylene oxide fact sheet and dry cleaning regulatory update.

TURI's Note: See our work with the dry cleaning sector, specifically our work with
professional wet cleaners in Massachusetts.

The world's biggest cosmetics brands say NO to PFCs
Source: Chemsec, July 11, 2018
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKx3BGYRInobP4CfStfMfDkr5KbvnMcshcjf6yLRp6_LnagDMy8eHE4NjnNGraVHDqSPQ0WHb3l200nrI0bHQg2C6-574Xb5t2RwrLIKl9s_ehgb29MKBdoBJe0yBMn04x4Llwy6uokicdREHGUSM7CXYyn-GOWT7HoTRNM3a6xtMdUWSD9js0gSVQKtlbHaDpE_pnb9n8y_Q=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKx3BGYRInobP4CfStfMfDkr5KbvnMcshcjf6yLRp6_LnagDMy8eHE4NjnNGraVHDqSPQ0WHb3l200nrI0bHQg2C6-574Xb5t2RwrLIKl9s_ehgb29MKBdoBJe0yBMn04x4Llwy6uokicdREHGUSM7CXYyn-GOWT7HoTRNM3a6xtMdUWSD9js0gSVQKtlbHaDpE_pnb9n8y_Q=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFK3SIVJTZivAsWTxiM2yvSYA_br_GCD8yItlIh41GkwhkO3pibVYDf7I8zOnxp18v3qXzASgofs-jBNNktFVVod7Y_KErjxjNAQPq_opSHzmmNGEy4_7n8ihVjfsGHQDu8c6ln9B0m43tZaAiA7lDoCD0kJ9bf18hKsitv8KEO2Nc6b8lfecmSLGvQsu8GlK0HqJYxbAHwOfygIBFj6qoWTQdIE8Hcu35AEAugzhUtoK4xm5ggRBrZMAOXBvrB_HyxSlCpTO4CyfKUGkxPbVW38V3sLEuL06UwHdaGgAKc6xz6oxhr1YWki0ln7LjLg1EsiWqyy1ZShYnB4kfZmUnBTaWCuGw_QDZxqiq6YXN20UgOhV5HJphpCi3b9e5t53WIDPM9JW0M6L_xnK1seKPxbLtem1f1lP8BQg3F5gc06P_P6aClaxU-oGISZ6C7Ea2l613e-lxOYdwf9RV4QZF5Bp1sLEOKifLcVxBAjRUTkfUGJzsRnK3xufCd5FMY4z7LobKqmkcBogMXT0Drk2eXWklIgPqAWthF-pKhpLghQ3U=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M-XA7xSOU4wOGQPNuf6lsbFAXtvIL9AMQPSeVzqTEEU1aaaql9mGVfEPTdEPKIFKxfbLimiEbNy9noZQ0-FG2h84fq5FhccAwZXmHrqFyvg6C4j_SEC6aUnpZdriwGNI5DMDybYHaX2Zrbnn3UMAaUkE7OeOA6-mipk6-TSa7GBkeuIuBscODCAwbjhZBMWoyCuwiU6gV64zC3ZWRBtM5ICQp9yKnCyN&c=&ch=
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A year ago, the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation started an internet
campaign called Surfejs aiming to remove perfluorinated chemicals (PFCs) from
cosmetics.

More than 1,500 consumers sent e-mails to eight of the biggest cosmetics producers
in the world, encouraging them to remove PFCs from their products.

Until recently, five of these companies had announced that they would begin phasing
out these toxic chemicals as soon as possible. Now, another company has
announced that they will do the same thing.

This company is L'Oréal -- the biggest cosmetics producer in the world.

Read more...
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